Controlled overpressure cisternography to localize cerebrospinal fluid rhinorrhea.
Cerebrospinal fluid (CSF) rhinorrhea is often intermittent, thus complicating the cisternographic localization of the leakage. In four patients studied, this difficulty was overcome by lumbar infusion of artificial CSF to which a bolus of radionuclide was added. The tracer was moved in bulk to the basal cisterns, and the rise in CSF pressure elicited a profuse rhinorrhea. Sequential imaging was started during the infusion, and prompt identification of the site of leakage was easily obtained. Special precautions must be followed when this technique of overpressure is used.